To:  EOC  Public  lnformation[EOC_Public_lnformation@epa.gov];  Senn, 

John[Senn. John@epa.gov];  Colaizzi,  Jennifer  C. [Colaizzi.Jennifer@epa.gov];  Gray, 

David[gray. david@epa.gov];  Harrison,  MelissafHarrison. Melissa@epa.gov];  StClair, 

Christie[StClair. Christie@epa.gov];  Keener,  Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.gov];  Daguillard, 

RobertfDaguillard. Robert@epa.gov];  Higuchi,  Dean[Higuchi. Dean@epa.gov];  Maier, 
Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov];  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty[Harris-Bishop. Rusty@epa.gov];  Mogharabi, 
Nahal[MOGHARABI. NAHAL@EPA.GOV];  Hull,  George[Hull.George@epa.gov];  Smith, 

Paula[Smith. Paula@epa.gov];  Russo,  Rebecca[Russo. Rebecca@epa.gov];  Distefano, 
Nichole[DiStefano. Nichole@epa.gov];  Reynolds,  Thomas[Reynolds.Thomas@epa.gov];  Grantham, 
Nancy[Grantham. Nancy@epa.gov];  Valentine,  Julia[Valentine. Julia@epa.gov];  Lee, 

Monica[Lee.  Monica@epa.gov] 

From:  Purchia,  Liz 

Sent:  Tue  8/1 8/2015  1 0:52: 1 7 PM 

Subject:  TO  SEND:  EPA  Announces  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  to  Lead  Independent  Review  of 

Gold  King  Mine  Release 


All  - Congressional  notifications  need  to  happen  now.  This  is  going  out  from  OMR  to  our  HQ 
list  in  30  minutes.  Please  share  with  media  as  appropriate. 


August  18,  2015 

Contact: 

Press@epa.gov 

EPA  Announces  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  to  Lead  Independent  Review  of 

Gold  King  Mine  Release 

Review  to  include  analysis  of  the  cause  of  release,  contractor  activities  and  lessons 
learned  for  use  on  ongoing  and  planned  projects 

WASHINGTON  - EPA  announced  today  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  will 
lead  an  independent  assessment  of  the  factors  that  led  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  incident 
on  August  5,  2015,  in  Colorado  that  affected  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers.  The 
assessment  begins  today,  Tuesday,  August  18,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  DOI  will 
provide  the  assessment  report  to  EPA  and  the  public  within  60  days. 

The  goal  of  DOI’s  independent  review  is  to  provide  EPA  with  an  analysis  of  the  incident 
that  took  place  at  Gold  King  Mine,  including  the  contributing  causes. 

Details  about  the  independent  review  will  be  made  available  by  DOI  when  they  become 
available. 

In  addition  to  the  independent  review,  EPA  is  conducting  its  own  internal  technical 
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examination  of  the  incident.  Both  reviews  will  help  inform  ongoing  and  planned  site 
assessments,  investigations,  and  construction  or  removal  projects. 
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